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between the weight of the lower jaw and the contractility
of the elevating muscles, and so to drop the lower jaw.

The freely suspended lower jaw of a dead body is
held in position by two lateral bands, the external
lateral ligaments. The point of attachment of each
band lies a little below the corresponding condyle, upon
the outer surface of the condyloid process. The centre
of gravity of the lower jaw falls below this point of
attachment, which causes the whole body of the bone to
fall backwards, while the condyle, which lies above
the point of attachment, is carried forward as far as
the eminentia articularis. This forward movement
of the condyle upon the eminentia articularis, therefore,
necessarily takes place when the lower jaw is moved
from the upper in the manner just described. If now,
for a moment, we imagine the point of attachment to
be fixed, it is clear that, if the condyle were drawn
forward, the same movement would be imparted to the
lower jaw as that which it experiences when allowed to
fall. The condyle, in fact, is drawn forward in this
manner by a short powerful muscle (the external ptery-
goid), which arises upon the pterygoid process of the
sphenoid, or, more accurately, upon the outer surface of
the external plate of the latter, and is attached to the
anterior surface of the condyle. There is no question
that this muscle must have an influence upon the de-
pression of the lower jaw; indeed, its action is distinctly
perceptible when the mouth is very widely opened, as,
for instance, in yawning, the unpleasant sensation then
experienced in front of the ear, especially when a yawn is
suppressed, merely arising from a spasmodic contraction
of this muscle.

Although there is no doubt that the external pterygoid
muscle is of use in the opening of the mouth, yet it is